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There’s something for everyone at the Hindustan
Times Kala Ghoda Arts Festival. What will you
attend? What will you take away? What memories
will you treasure most? Write in and let us know

(Dtalktous

Tell us about your favourite moments and
events at the Kala Ghoda Arts festival. Write
to us at htmetro@hindustantimes.com

@ onfacebook

Visit facebook.com/HTKalaGhodaArtsFestival
to share your thoughts, photographs and
experiences at the fest

ontwitter

Tweet using the hashtag
#HTKGAF2018 and tag
@HTKGAF

Take to the streets in cheer

Yesha Kotak
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MUMBAI: The festive spirit was evident at
Rampart Row on Sunday as the street
came alive with a Koli parade, folk
dance performances, handicraft stalls
and revellers from across Mumbaiand
beyond, on Day 2 of the Hindustan
Times Kala Ghoda Arts Festival.

Local culture and folk arts were what
itwasallabout.

Bahurupiyas, or impressionists from
rural Gujarat and Rajasthan, plan to
attend the fest daily, dressed up as dif-
ferent characters.

On Sunday, they were wearing the
costumes of a genie and that of Kachhi
Ghodi — an Indian folk dance — per-
formers.

“We have youngsters and experi-
enced street artistes performing here,”
said Varsha Karale, curator of the street
section presented by Nerolac and pow-
ered by Valentine.

“The bahurupiyas take two hours to
put on their make-up and transform
themselves daily. Today, I am asking
this genie to grant my wish — that the
festivalisasuccess,” she said.

A group of Kolis younger than 20 par-
ticipated in the first-ever parade repre-
senting their community at the fest.

“We want people to know about our
deity Ekvira Aai. Not a lot of people
know about our culture and traditions.
Thisfestivalisagood platformfor us,”
said Sejal Mhaskar, a college student
from Chembur who was part of the
parade.

“Considering that this festival only
comes around once a year — and that
there is no other time in the city when
one can experience all forms of arts in
one place —it becomes a must-visit over
the weekend,” said Keith Rodriguez, 30,
avlogger from Santacruz.

About 25 youngsters currently work-
ing as fellows with different depart-
ments of the Maharashtra government
had set up a stall at the festival to pro-
mote tribal art.

Facilitated by Sahabhag, the state
government’s social responsibility cell,
itfeatured Warliart and products made
from bamboo, papier-maché and khadi
by tribals from Jawhar, Dahanu and
Chandrapur.

“Initiatives like these will help pro-
vide employment to the tribal commu-
nity,” said Priya Khan, officer on spe-
cial duty to the CM.

It was these artefacts that captured
the attention of the Bhuva family from
Malad, who took a fancy to a deer head
made of waste paper.

“We’'vebeen visiting the Kala Ghoda
festival for the past three years. We spe-
cifically look for traditional products
made in villages, as we are unable to
find them during the rest of the year.
Lastyear, we found a stall selling torans
made of discarded plastic bottles,” said
AnujBhuva, 38.

Fromhandloom saris from Nagpur to
cotton kurtis from Jaipur, products
made by Navy officers’ wives, stalls sell-
ing wacky T-shirtsand paintings from
Mysore, creativity was on full display at
thefestival.

= A man takes a photo at Kala Ghoda on Sunday.

Have you seen city’s castle?
Step into the past, take alook

MUMBAI: Did you know that the Bombay
Castle —a warehouse, administrative
centre and church set up before the
sevenislands of the city were even con-
nected — is still standing? Or that the
original fort after which the Fort area
was named enclosed the dockyard that
grew up around it?

These were some of the historical
details revealed during the Good Bay
walking tour held on Sunday as part of
the Hindustan Times Kala Ghoda Arts
Festival’s heritage walks section pre-
sented by Bajaj Electricals.

For the 55 lucky registrees, it was a
rare opportunity to walk through Lion’s
Gate, into one of the city’s most highly
secured areas. “This walk was really
exciting,” said Ebrahim FM, 54, an inte-
rior designer from Fort.

As Kruti Garg conducted the walk
through the Naval Dockyard — India’s
oldest dry dock — the group was led by
commodore Shirish Dube and com-
mander Santosh Kumar through some of
the earliest and oldest surviving struc-
tures of theisland city.

“This is virtually where the city of
Bombay was established,” Dube said.

The buildings’ styles ranged from
simple wooden twin-roofs erected by the
Portuguese to grey basalt-rock construc-
tions from the 1800s. Some structures,
such as the Bombay Castle, have been
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= The group touring the earliest and oldest surviving structures of the island city.

painstakingly restored over the years.

There were restored fire-fighting
wagons, with mounted water hoses;
metal plaques honouring Lowjee
Nusserwanjee Wadia, the first ship-
builder, and his descendants. Theroots
of the Wadia family of Bombay Dyeing
fame can be traced back to him.

The details and old structures caused
considerable excitement among the
group of walkers.

“Ilove learning about the history of
the city and Kala Ghoda never fails to
disappoint,” said Ankur Jain, 36, an IT
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executive from Powai.

Thedockyard, architecturally, reads
very differently from the Victorian
Gothic identity that Bombay would
eventually get, Gargsaid.

“I am thankful to the officers who
allowed usaccess to Asia’s oldest dock-
yard,” sheadded.

“Iamalwaysmostintrigued by areas
where accessisrestricted, solam very
pleased that we could make the dock-
yard visit happen.”

“It’srequired alot of study onmy part,
butitwasfun,” said Dube, with alaugh.

A homeless king on the Mumbai stage

Prakruti Maniar
= prakruti.maniar@htlive.com

MUMBAI: There’s so much that goes into
moving houses — realtors, agents,
municipal officers. In House Gull, itisa
king who is struggling to vacate an
unauthorised castle.

The Marathi comedy presented by
Astitvaand produced by theatre group
Improvisation Mumbai, was performed
in the tamasha folk theatre format as
part of the Hindustan Times Kala
Ghoda Arts Festival, on Sunday.

“The play uses a traditional storytel-
ling device, in which the characters of
thekingandhisfamily exploreanissue
that affects the modern urban man,”
said Ravi Mishra, who heads
Astitva.

On stage, the monarch, dressedina
Superman suit in keeping with the
comicsetting, is suddenly told toleave
his castle becauseits construction was
never authorised.

Sunday.

= Vlisitors enjoy the installations at Rampart Row on

= House Gull being performed at the NGMA auditorium on Sunday.

To try and sort things out, the king,
queen, advisor and council of ministers
travel to Mumbai, where they go
througharoller-coaster of red tape, face
fraudulent real-estate agents and
finally buy a piece of land — which turns
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tobeagricultural so they must vacate it
too.

In the end, the king is left without a
house.

“What is more relevant to the city
dweller of today than theissue of home
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ownership? So we thought of taking it
up,” said Vinod Jadhav, 36, writer and
director of the play.

For theatre section curator Juuhi
Babbar Sonii, the medium was almost
as important as the message. “We see
such amazing talent in regional-lan-
guage theatre, and we were determined
to offer a platform to as much of it as pos-
sible,” she said.

“Marathi theatre today has a lot of
good, progressive scripts, but needs
publicity. A platform like Kala Ghodais
immensely helpful,” added Jadhav.

The showrantoapacked house atthe
National Gallery of Modern Art, with
near-constant laughter and intermit-
tent applause.

“Iwatchalotofromantic dramasand
comedies, and I'm really happy to see
thataregional-language playis getting
such atremendousresponseatamain-
stream festival,” said Shashikant Gaik-
wad, 31, an advocate from Sandhurst
Road.

DAY 2 Impressionists from Rajasthan, handicrafts made by tribals, street performers and parades - don’t miss out on the fun

WHEELS OF CHANGE:
JAPANESE ARTIST
TRANSFORMS CLAY
INTO INTRICATE POTS

= aayushi.pratap@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Twenty lucky early-bird arrivals
gottospinthe wheel with a Japanese pot-
teryartistduringa workshop organised
as part of the Hindustan Times Kala
Ghoda Arts Festival on Sunday morning.

Hiroshige Kato, a 12th-generation pot-
teryartist, began his session witha Pow-
erPoint presentation on the subject. “Jap-
anese potteryismostly about tableware,”
he said. “Traditionally, people would
pick up their noodle bowls and bring
them close to their mouth. This is why
bowlshad tobelightweight.”

“Myimpressionis that potteryinIndia
islargely used tomake decorativeitems,”
hesaid. Aspartofhissession, heldatthe
Artisans’gallery, Kato showed his audi-
ence how to turn mushy clay into intri-
cately shaped cups, vases and a teapot.

The audience was mesmerised as the
artist — who has been working in this
medium for 35 years — effortlessly
shaped theclay.

“Thesession wasinformative. Every-
thinghesaid about pottery came fromhis
strongtradition androots. It wasnice to
know that the culture of pottery is still
alive,” said Ankita D’Souza, 21,acommu-
nications design student from Pune, who
isinterningatanartcentreinthecity.

Maanasi Shankar, 24, a design
researcher from Pune, tired her hand at
pottery too. “It had been a while since I
created something with my hands. I'felt
like the clay waslisteningtome. Itmoved
withoutany inhibitions,” she said.

Shesaid that while Katoinstructed her
tomakea cup, she wanted tomake abowl.
“I ended up making a something that
looked a cross between both,” she said.
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Extraordinary Together

GO GOA GONE

Awoman in her late 40s, who recently
took a course in pottery at the Sir JJ
School of Art, was attending the
Japanese pottery session at the
Artisans gallery. A younger participant
asked her, rather cheekily, if she could
visit her at home to learn. To which the
woman airily replied, “l am planning to
set up a facility at my Goa home." The
participant was undeterred. “Goa!" she
said, grinning, "All the more reason to
visit The woman didn't know where
to look, and frankly, neither did we.

HOME AWAY
FROM HOME

Jaysing Chauhan, a 68-year-old retired
bank employee from Mira Road, could
easily win an award for the most-dedi-
cated Kala Ghoda attendee. ‘| have a
house in Lower Parel, so I've sort of
shifted for the duration of the festival,"
he said, laughing, when we stopped
him for a chat during a heritage walk
on Sunday. “l even told my wife that |
will not be home for next few days. |
can't travel that distance daily and |
don't want to miss anything at the
festival." We doff our hats, sir. Doff our
hats.

LOOKS GOOD?

In different accents, languages and
tones, one heard a common sentence
all across Rampart Row on Day 2 of the
Hindustan Times Kala Ghoda Arts
Festival..'Ho gaya, chalo (It's done, let's
go)" With the young and old busy
clicking and posing for pictures and
selfies, their companions usually said
the same thing too: “Has it turned out
ok? It looks good? Ok, let's go.
Hmmm...a new generation, a new
shared lingo.

PHOTO OF THE DAY

THE DAY CONTEST

(0)

could win prizes.
Email your best photograph

Today's winner is Nabeel Khot.

TAKE YOUR SHOT AT THE HT PHOTO OF

Are you having fun at the fest? Send us a picture of your favourite moment, and you

of the day to htmetro@hindustantimes.com by 6 pm. Every day, we'll pick one
HTKGAF picture for publication in the next day’s edition - and the person who sent
it in will win a Flipkart voucher worth 1,000. So go on, take your best shot.

All events are free and open to all. To view the full
schedule, go to kalaghodaassociation.com
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THEATRE

® Hope, Hamartia and Books (English),
presented by Metamorphosis: A look
at how a 14-year journey made
and unmade two individuals as
they travel metaphorically
through the works of Marquez,
Murakami and others.

At NGMA, 8 pm to 9.40 pm
Anokhelal (Hindustani), presented by
Nitara: An actor is supposed to perform a
death scene but finds himself unable to
do so. At MC Ghia Hall,
from 6 pm to 6.40 pm
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